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I would like to apologize to the ... 


A Ighanislan’s suffering 
women and children. This 


suffering in Afghanistan. 
Pakistani munitions have 
helped destroy Afghan cities 
and villages and given the 
justification for other 
neighboring countries to do 
the same. 1 ask you here 
today, with such policies 
have we embraced the 
Afghan people or have we 
created more hatred for 
ourselves and tension in the 
region. As Afghanistan's 
largest ncighour, should 
Pakistan have a policy and a 
role as a peacemaker by 
treating all Afghan ethnic- 
groups equally or should «c 
continue to take sides ipttheir 
war? V'i; 

Today Afghan ir utterly 
destroyed, there 'is" no 
functioning state, the 
humanitarian crisis there is 
the gravest in the world, the 
country is the center for the 
export of Islamic extremism 
across the region, terrorism, 
heroin and weapons. The 
reason is not the fault of the 
poor Afghan people, but the 
ambitions of a handful of 
ambitious warlords and the 
continued interference of 
outside powers who fuel this 
war. I can safely tell you, cut 
the supplies of military 
equipment to all sides and 
the war machines will dry up 
within months. 

What has been the result of 
these policies for Pakistan's 

internal dynamics. In the 
1980s we suffered from the 
spread of what was then 
called "the kalashnikov 
eulterc." Today I do not need 
to tell you that the situation is 
much worse. For the past ten 
years every single ministry in 
Islamabad, every single 
domestic policy programme, 
even our desperately needed 
economic revival arc 
partially being held hostage 
by our Afghan policy 
whether it is trying to 
encourage foreign 
investment, dealing with the 
sectarian issue, promoting 
modern educational 
programmes or ending our 
diplomatic isolation. 

As citizens don't we have a 


spoke simple words of 
amazment and outrage: "The 
Buddhas in Bamyan are 


right to know how much of 
our money is being spent in 
Afghanistan intervening in a 
useless war? We should also 
remember that the much 
talked about process of the 
"Talibanisalion of Pakistan" 
is not purely an Afghan 
phenomena. This process 
started in Pakistan 
wheresome Afghans attended 
rcligios schoold where they 
imbibed an interpretation of 
Islam that was against the 
cghos of our founding 
fathers. I have shown in my 
book how we export this 
process to Afghanistan and 
now it is being re-exported 
back to us. We should not 
blame the Afghans for this, 
we should blame ourselves 
and correct our mistakes. 

Why arc we pushing such 
policies? We arc told that we 
need a friendly regime in 
Kabul so that we can acquire 
"strategic depth," counter 
India in the region, promote 
Islam - but what kind of 
Islam I ask you - and that the 
whole world is wrong by 
criticizing us and we alone 
arc right. I have consistently 
argued that stability, 
progress, and self-respect in 
Pakistan cannot come from 
pursuing the chimera of 
strategic depth in foreign 
fields. That is first built at 
home with modern, 
progressive policies and a 

foreign policy aimed at 
making friends and creating 
new markets. We need peace 
on our borders, democracy, 
education, jobs and a rock 
solid economy to give our 
people faith in the country. In 
the 1965 war against India, 
Iran provided us true 
strategic depth by allowing 
our war planes and ships to 
use their pons and airbases, 
but today Iran is bitterly 
antagonistic to Pakistan 
because of our Afghan 
policy. Today the Central 
Asia Republics arc busy 
extradiging all Pakistanis, be 
thcybusincssmcn, traders or 
students accusing them - 
unjustifiably in most cases - 
of promoting radical Islam 


destroyed and all of the 
country is in debate about 
them. But here we have no 


and umest in their countries. 
India has now fully jumped 
into the Afghan fray by 
providing military equipment 
to an opposing Afghan 
faction. I ask is this the way 
to make friends or create new 
export markets for our goods 
or tame the dangers of 
sectarianism and religious 
extremism or promote 
democracy? 

How can a country like 
Pakistan feccd with such 
monumental cconom ic. 
ethnic, sectarian and political 
problems justify its policy of 
involvement in the war next 
door? This has only been 
possible because of the total 
silence and acquiescence of 
Pakistan’s politicians, the 
partial silence from civil 
society and the media and the 
insistence of the military in 
maintaining the status quo 
while refusing to sonsidcr 
policy alternatives. These are 
the kind of issues I have been 
raising for the past ten years. 
What is desperately needed 
today is courages by all 
Pakistanis to question where 
these policies arc taking us 
and to demand information 
and debate of what they 
mean for us and the future of 
our children. 

I would like to end now, but 
not before offering an 
apology. In my personal and 
humble capacity I would like 

to apologize to the brave 
Afghan people for the 
consequences of Pakistan's 
recent policies in 
Afghanistan. I would like to 
unconditionally apologize for 
the deaths of countless 
Afghans, which have been 
caused by Pakistani 
interference. I would like to 
apologize for the part that we 
have palyed in the 
destruction of your cities, 
your culture, your traditions 
and your freedom to choose 
your own government. As a 
small tribute to the Afghan 
people I would like to return 
this award of Rupees 
100.000 to the HRCP, with 


food. Our tents are Hooded. . 
The future of my country is 
nuknown and you foreign 
people talk about two 
statues? The living bodies are 
ingored. The stones are 
respected. How long you talk 
like this?" 

I took more photographs and 
listned to the men and 
women, many speaking to 
me in English. Finally, one 
man grabbed my arms, 
leaving me with this: 

"A lot of the foreign 
journalists come to visit this 
camp. Will you make another 
report? For What? Many 
journalists have visited here 
but still nothing has 
happened." 


award is named the couratc 
in journalism award. Let me 
assure you that 1 am not 
particularly courageous. I 
have just tried to do my job 
while covering a war, the end 
of which 1 consider as vital to 


According to hostory and as 
per narnives and traditions 
. the body of Hazart-i-Ali son 
of Abi Taleb, was brought 
secretly from Najaf to Balkh 
by Abu Moslem Khorasani at 
the end of sccnd Islamic 
century. 

The body was burned at kha 
jah khairon Hill, 20 kms, east 
of Balkh. 

As this barail took place very 
secretly at least 500 years ago 
no one knew a bout it until 
the time of sultan Sanjar Sul 
juqi when some information 
was discovcrd fromihe 
diaries of Abu Moslem 
including the state ment of 
Imtan Jafcr- i- Sadiq in this 
regard. According to 
Tarkcralul Mashayckh (life 
of sufics) and Tarikh- i- 
Akobcr- i- Din (History of 
Great Relcgious Men), 
during this time 400 sadats 
and great men of mark, simal 
lakcously, on the some right 
dercamt that Harat- i- Ali 
standing on a high place 
inforemed them that he was 
buried there for mony years 
but no one knocw his buial 
place. Then he asked them to 
go and inform the Governors 
that his grave should be 
discovered so that pocplc 
form all over the worla might 
visit his grave and thas be 
foround and blessed. 

The news of Abumuslim.s 
diary and the deam of the 
sadat spread all over Menw 
and was reproted to sultan 
Sanjar. 

Amir Qumaj, the Governor 
of Balkh was ordered by 
Sultan to conduct some 
research and collect more 
information. 

Amir Qayumi logo then with 
scholars, sadet end men of 
rank as well a great kumber 
of poeple slanted toward 
khairan village and the hill 
calldc Tal- c- Ali. 

After digging in thsi place 


and self respect in the 
international community. I 
hope your and other 
Pakistanis, in particular the 
silent politicians, have the 
courage to speak out so that 
we make friends not enemies 
beyond our borders and build 
a truly stable, democratic and 
progressive homeland. 

Thank you for your patience. 


they discovered a dome with 
a small steel door with a 
silver look, so all doupts and 
suspicions vanished. The 
ciders of Balkh after is token 
rah (wishing for the best) 
were asked to open the 
sacred tomb. Thus they 
unlocked the door, inside the 
Tamb they found a steel box 
and a copy of the Holy Koran 
written in Kufic script on 
dear skin. They also found a 
large swond and a brick- 
shoped stone on which was 
written, this ccntcncc: This is 
Ali ullah Ali Asud ullah. 
(This is Alluh's man of great 
dignity, Ali the Lion of God ). 
When they opened the steel 
box, they saw Hazral- i- Ali 
who was asleep. A sword 
wound was clearlyvisible on 
his head Most of the people 
could not been the sight and 
fainted. 

The rumorc of the dicovcry 
spread throughout the world 
and Muslims form for and 
near marchde in large groups 
bringing with them guan 
lilies of offerings. 

Some other writers believe 
that the original tablet put on 
the grave and some other 
articals arc kept in the 
basement. 

When Sultan Sanjar was 
informed, he carn.c to Bulkh 
where he collated (15000) 
gbldcn Diners which were 
distributed amoung the 
poors. He wished to lake the 
coffin to Balkh but the 
religious leaders would not 
permit him to do so. When 
Changiz khan attacked 
Bulkh, every thing was gone 
with the winds. 

In the time of Sultan Hessian 
Baycgra the Timurid King of 
Herat and Bulkh a historg 
book was found whic 
c on lained dctailde 
information about the 
transportation of the coffin 



form one place to other 
places. (To be continued) 
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the stipulation that they use it 
for the benefit of 


What about Jalozo camp? 


Pakistan's sstability. progress 
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The cost of continued lighting in Afghanis! 


Editorial 


ERADA 


Order of God 


Proclaim And thy Lord Is 
most Bountiful. He who 
taught (the use of) the pen. 

Al-Alaq(3-4) 


1986 


Atiqulla fled his home 
Baghlan district only th 
months ago. He spt 
articulately, and in Engli 
"I am leaving only to esc; 
the battling between i 
Taliban and Masoud. I 
lucky, I left only i 
schooling," he explair 
while gesturing to a frein 
crutches. This friend had 1 
not only his home and 
school, but also his right 1 
to the minefields. 

"Last night all of my famil 
tents were destroyed in l 
rain," Atiqulla continui 
"Months ago people w< 
dying from the bitter cold 
Last night four children di 
from the -flooding... Soc 
many may die from t 
summer-heat." 

Another man -(vpi-*na(yp 


29 March 2001; 

An bitter drought followed 
by only two days of rain has 
swamped Jalozo, Peshawar's 
newest refugee camp turning 
into a maze of collapsed tents 
and stagnant ponds. 

Traveling as an observer and 
accompanied by journalists 
from . the Afghan Media 
Resource Center, I heard the 
stories from three of 
Jalozo's 14000 Afghan 
refugees who for three and a 
half months have lived there 
in limbo pinched between an 
Afghanistan in turmoil and a 
Pakistan and international 
community refusing to 
recognize their existence. 


View of Afghan refugees in Jalo/ai camp 


"I would like to apologize to the brave Afghan 
people for the consequences of Pakistan's 
recent policies on Afghanistan" Ahmad Rashid 

The acceptence speech by Ahmed Rashid on reciving the "Nisar Osmani 
Award for courage in journalism, awarded by the human rights commission of 
Pakistan (HRCP). 


Afghan emigrant and their 
lots of problems 

Certainly the imigrants issue asrefugees have -seen 
encountered with problems among neighbouring 
countries, but after two world wars, these problems have 
been increased. 

Yesterdays and todays problems have been increased 
inside and ouside the country. Firs Afghas sought refuge 
in Iran and Paksitag and their problems have been 
increased with passing of time. That finaally first Iranian 
brethern and then Pakiatani bretherri adopted measures 
on the compel of their forcible expulsion. Any way in 
the holy Jehad and national resurrection, these two 
countries assistan Afghan emigrants as against the 
aggressive Russians, on the orherhand it is seen that 
Islamc government of Pakistan with meeting leaders of 
social and political council of. Afghans and political 
missions of other countries.has worked in the sircction 
of solving inside and outsid problems of Afghan 
refugges 

While we appreciate their effort, we have some 
saggestions that a joint working team to be set up to 
discass the common problems of refagees and to find 
logical solutiona for their problems. 

For exmple, we should discuss the reasons for exodus 
migrations of Afgharfirtd as if we found some reasons 
for it, then we can solve over half of the problems or we 
can work some thing for the benefit of the poeple of die, 
two countries if we refer to the constitution of the 
civilized countries, we will find some humanitarian 
regulations which can work well, during the 
reguirments. secondly this joint committer should find a 
difinition fore legla and illgal emigrants and also for an 
old and new emigrant. If such things are available, will 
certainly will solve over half of the emigrants problems 
and meanwhile we can dismanthe all the injnstices 
through this way among our two brethren. 


I have covered the brutal 


Kabul fell to Lhc Mujaheddin 
in 1992 our policies have 
created.a wave of criticism 
and even haired for Pakistan 
amongst many Afghans. The 
majority of Afghans blame 
us for being the single 
biggest contributor to the 
continuing war in their 
homeland. Today we stand 
isolated in the community 
onf nations due to our 
Afghan policy. We stand 
isolated in the region as all 
our neeghbors condemn our 
policies, while they send 
muntitions to opposing 
factions in Afghanistan. 

Let us not beat around the 
bush here. For the past ten 
years successive elected and 
non elected governments in 
Islamabad have poured 
munitions and logistic 
backing in support of first 
one and then another Afghan 
faction. Quite separately 
during the past seven years, 
between 50-60.000 young 
Pakistani militants have gone 
to fight in Afghanistan. 
Many have died there never 
to return, many have 
participated in the worst 
ethnic and sectarian 
contributed to the enormous 
human n ,, 0 p 








